PROTECTION AND WAGES.                     225
prove the miserable condition of agricultural laborers by "grants in aid of wages " from parish rates. Just as these grants were made, so did tlie wages paid by tie farmers sink.
The car-driver was right. Nothing could raise his wages that did not lessen the competition of those who stood ready to take his place for the wages he was getting. If we were to enact that every car-driver should be paid a dollar a day additional from public funds, the result would simply be that the men who are anxious to get places as car-drivers for the wages now paid would be as anxious to get them at one dollar less. If we were to give every car-driver two dollars a day, the companies would be able to get men without paying them anything, just as where restaurant waiters are customarily feed by the patrons, they get little or no wages, and in some cases even pay a bonus for their places.
But if it be preposterous to imagine that any effect a tariff may have to raise profits in the protected industries can raise wages in those industries, what shall wo say of the notion that such, raising of wages in the protected industries would raise wages in all industries ? This is like saying that to dam the Hudson River would raise the level of New York Harbor and consequently that of the Atlantic Ocean. "Wages, like water, tend to a level, and unless raised in the lowest and widest occupations can be raised in any particular occupation only as it is walled in from competition.
The general rate of wages in every country is manifestly determined by the rate in the occupations which require least special skill, and to which the man who lias nothing but his labor can most easily resort. As